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Editorial

The International Journal of Railway Technology (IJRT) is dedicated to research, de-
velopment and application in the scope of railway systems. The aim of the journal is to
provide an international platform for researchers and experts to promote, disseminate
and discuss the recent developments and advances in the field of railway technology.
Furthermore, this publication aims to encourage the interaction and collaboration be-
tween universities, research centers, railway operators and industry in order to identify
problems, propose solutions and indicate directions of future research. The IJRT is
published by Saxe-Coburg Publications in print and digital versions with four issues
per annum. The Journal publishes original papers that cover, but are not limited to, the
following topics: Rolling stock; Infrastructure; Energy and environment; Signalling
and communication; Operations; Strategies and economics.

Research and development for railways has recently found new impetus as society
continues to search for cost effect and sustainable means of transport. Developments
in railways continue to defy the predictions made in the 1960s when the role of rail-
ways was expected to diminish. Today, as in the past, the industry is driven by speed,
reliability and safety. “Railways 2014: The Second International Conference on Rail-
way Technology: Research, Development and Maintenance” held in Ajaccio, Corsica,
France, 8-11 April 2014 provided a venue for those from academia and industry con-
cerned with the development of railways to discuss and debate these and many other
issues.

Three special issues of the IJRT (Volume 2(3), 2(4) and 3(1)) have been devoted
to the publication of the invited lectures presented at “Railways 2014”. These lectures
provide: (1) A state-of-the-art review of a particular research area, or; (2) Summarise
a body of previously unpublished significant research or knowledge. I am particularly
grateful to the Invited Lecturers for the contribution of their papers to both the journal
and the conference.

Other contributed papers presented at the Railways 2014 Conference were pub-
lished in: “Proceedings of the Second International Conference on Railway Technol-
ogy: Research, Development and Maintenance” edited by J. Pombo and published by
Civil-Comp Press.

I would like to thank the members of the Editorial Board of the Railways 2014
Conference: Prof. J.E. Abdalla Filho, Brazil; Prof. A. Alonso, Spain; Prof. J.A.C.
Ambrsio, Portugal; Dr L. Baeza, Spain; Prof. C. Baker, UK; Prof. S. Barmada, Italy;
Prof. Dr-Ing M. Beitelschmidt, Germany; Dr Y. Bezin, UK; Prof. A. Bracciali, Italy;
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Mr A. Broadbent, UK; Prof. S. Bruni, Italy; Dr D.L. Cadet, France; Dr R. Calada,
Portugal; Prof. R. Carrazedo, Brazil; Dr R.L. Chen, China; Dr H. Chollet, France;
Prof. A.G. Correia, Portugal; Dr S. Costa D’Aguiar, France; Prof. G. De Roeck, Bel-
gium; Prof. B. De Schutter, Netherlands; Prof. G. Degrande, Belgium; Asst. Prof.
Z. Dimitrovov, Portugal; Prof. P. Dufrnoy, France; Dr D.J. Edwards, UK; Prof. J.L.
Escalona Franco, Spain; Prof. E. Esmailzadeh, Canada; Dr A. Facchinetti, Italy; Dr
E. Fortunato, Portugal; Dr P. Galvn, Spain; Prof. Dr Ing. J. Gerlici, Slovakia; Dr J.M.
Goicolea, Spain; Dr M. Hartnett, Ireland; Dr S. Hillmansen, UK; Dr L. Hornicek,
Czech Republic; Prof. B. Indraratna, Australia; Dr M. Ishida, Japan; Prof. X. Jin,
China; Prof. S.H. Ju, China; Prof. Y.H. Jung, Korea; Dr S. Kaewunruen, Australia;
Dipl.-Ing. I. Kaiser, Germany; Dr R. Karoumi, Sweden; Prof. E. Kassa, Norway; Dr
P. Koziol, Poland; Prof. S. Krajnovic, Sweden; Prof. A. Levchenkov, Latvia; Prof R.
Lewis, UK; Dr Q.S. Li, Hong Kong; Dr Z. Li, Netherlands; Prof. M.R. Macrio, Por-
tugal; Dr V. Markine, Netherlands; Dr M.D. Martnez-Rodrigo, Spain; Dr S. Martins
Moretto, Portugal; Prof. M. Matos Neves, Portugal; Prof. A. Matsumoto, Japan; Dr T.
Mazilu, Romania; Prof. Dr A. Metrikine, Netherlands; Dr M. Milenkovic, Serbia; Dr
Y. Momoya, Japan; Prof. P. Museros, Spain; Prof. H. Nakamura, Japan; Dr J. Nprstek,
Czech Republic; Prof. C. Nash, UK; Dr M. Novales, Spain; Dr A. Nunez, Nether-
lands; Prof. A. Nurmikolu, Finland; Prof. U. Olofsson, Sweden; Mr T.W. Palfreyman,
UK; Dr H. Pan, China; Prof. A. Parida, Sweden; Prof. J.C.F. Pereira, Portugal; Prof.
M.S. Pereira, Portugal; Prof. Dr-Ing. C. Proppe, Germany; Dr L. Pugi, Italy; Assoc.
Prof. A. Ramalho, Portugal; Dr F.G. Rauter, Portugal; Prof. Z.S. Ren, China; Dr A.
Roda Buch, Spain; Dr M. Rosenberger, Austria; Prof. R. Sarkisyan, Russia; Prof.
A.A. Shabana, USA; Prof. G. Shen, China; Assoc. Prof. K.B. Shin, Korea; Dr K.
Six, Austria; Dr M.J.M.M. Steenbergen, Netherlands; Prof. S. Stichel, Sweden; Dr B.
Suarez, Spain; Prof. Y. Suda, Japan; Assoc. Prof. H. Sugiyama, USA; Dr M. Tanabe,
Japan; Prof. C. Tarawneh, USA; Prof. P.F. Teixeira, Portugal; Prof. Y. Terumichi,
Japan; Prof. B.H.V. Topping, UK; Dr J. Tunna, USA; Dr E. Tutumluer, USA; Prof.
C. Vale, Portugal; Dr J. Vinolas, Spain; Dr E.A.H. Vollebregt, Netherlands; Prof. C.
Wagner, Germany; Dr B. Wilson, USA; Prof. P.K. Woodward, UK; Prof. T.X. Wu,
China; Prof. G. Yang, China; Prof. Y.B. Yang, Taiwan; Dr V. Yazykov, Russia; Dr D.
Younesian, Iran; and Prof. K. Zboinski, Poland.

Finally, I would particularly like to thank Professor Barry Topping, for his support
and experience, Steven Miller, for his organisational skills, and Dawn Sewell, for her
administrative support.

Professor J. Pombo
IDMEC/IST University of Lisbon &
ISEL Lisbon Polytechnic Institute
Portugal
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